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This bronze accessory of the Spring and Autumn Period
(ca.770-476 BCE) is decorated with a snake pattern. The body
of the snake twists and turns, showing the habit of slithering.
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This bronze accessory of the Warring States Period (475-221
BCE) is decorated with the pattern of a snake and a frog.
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This daigou of the Han Dynasty (206 BCE-220 CE) is a tiger
and snake-shaped hook for the belt in ancient China.
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This eave tile of the Han Dynasty (206 BCE-220 CE) is
decorated with the xuanwu pattern. Xuanwu is depicted as a
snake wrapped around a turtle; it is one of the four Chinese
mythical creatures.
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This square brick relief of the Han Dynasty (206 BCE-220
CE) depicts a pair of snakes; this pattern is symmetrical and
dynamic, which is the specific reflection of Han Dynasty people’s
aesthetic interest.
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This square stone relief of the Sui Dynasty (581-618) depicts a
snake wrapped around a turtle.
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This silk scroll of the Tang Dynasty (618-907) depicts the
image of Fuxi and Niiwa, the human ancestor gods in ancient
Chinese mythology.
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This rectangular brick relief of the Tang Dynasty (618-907)
depicts a snake wrapped around a turtle. It was unearthed from
a tomb of the Tang Dynasty at Wuchang of Hubei Province.
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This pottery figurine of the Tang Dynasty (618-907) depicts the
snake in Chinese zodiac. This figurine was an anthropomorphic
snake cupping one hand in the other before its chest and
standing on a square plate.
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This tricolor glazed pottery figurine of the Song Dynasty (960-
1279) holds a snake (one of Chinese zodiac) in the arms.



